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Lafayette

City Considers Electric
Charging Stations

Free station looks especially attractive

By Cathy Tyson

EVgo pump at Whole Foods Market
in Lafayette. Photo C. Tyson

O nly two public charging sites
are available for the growing
number of electric cars driven in
Lamorinda — at Whole Foods Market
and McDonalds. Aside from those
locations, drivers have to go as far as
Walnut Creek or Berkeley to fill up.

With potential grant money avail-
able, along with the prospect of a free
charging station, eV go, the city coun-
cil considered adding up to five new
stations in Lafayette at their Oct. 26
meeting.

Improving air quality is one of the
goals of the city’s general plan; pro-
viding charging stations supports that
goal. Electric vehicles produce one-
third of the greenhouse gases emitted
by gasoline-powered cars, according
to the California Air Resources
Board. The stations would operate
similar to gas stations, with customers
paying for their fuel, in this case elec-
tricity.

Final locations for charging sta-

tions have not been chosen, but city
staff has already analyzed electric ca-
pacity availability and received some
bids on potentially installing stations
at the Mercantile Building, the Plaza
at Golden Gate Way, the Community
Center, the city-owned parking lot
near Uncle Yu’s, along with the
under-construction Eco Vive building
near the Veteran’s Memorial Hall.

There is some urgency to apply-
ing for the Bay Area Air Quality Man-
agement District grant money, as
funds for the first cycle of their pro-
gram were exhausted over two
months before the deadline. The cut-
off for the next cycle of grants is Jan-
uvary 2016, on a first come, first served
basis, according to Megan Canales,
assistant planner. At stake is $18,000
in grant funds that could be coupled
with approximately $44,000 from city
coffers.

Council Member Mark Mitchell
called the free eVgo station “a
tremendous opportunity” and sug-
gested fellow council members move
“full speed ahead” on that option,
however he also expressed concern
about losing parking spaces to give
preference to electric cars. Parent
company of eVgo, NRG, will pay for
all the charging equipment and instal-
lation including design and permit-
ting, and agrees to pay for electricity
costs for the life of the agreement,
along with operation and mainte-
nance costs.

How is this possible? It started
with the Enron debacle, which ulti-
mately provided a $100 million set-
tlement to go toward installing at least
200 DC fast chargers over a four year
period, as part of creating a fast
charge infrastructure in California.

After some discussion, city lead-
ers were unsure of charging station lo-
cations, and authorized city staffers to
gather more information from Sus-
tainable Lafayette and nearby mer-
chants about potential sites to
expedite the process.
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We're busy selling homes...
and we have a new home ourselves!

We are pleased to announce we have joined
Pacific Union | Christie’s International Real Estate

NEW LISTING!
$859,000

820 El Capitan Drive
DANVILLE

4BR | 2.5BA | 2281+/- SQ. FT.

SOLD with multiple offers!
$630,000

4785 Terra Granada Drive, 3B
ROSSMOOR

2BR | 2 BA | 1403+/- SQ. FT.

925.708.1396 Tony Conte
925.324.6246 Mary Beth MacLennan
tony@mbtcpartners.com
marybeth@mbtcpartners.com

License # 00959101 | 01480008

Elvis Sighting in Lafayette

Elvis impersonator Dana Anderson poses Oct. 31 in the Vegas-style
wedding chapel at the city of Lafayette office.

When it comes to good health, your
doctor is your coach, partner, and ally.
So it only makes sense that you have
one that you connect with and can trust.

Our doctors are caring, supportive, and
highly respected in their fields. And
with more than 800 Kaiser Permanente
physicians in Central and East Contra
Costa County and the Tri-Valley area,
it's easy to find one that's right for you.

&% KAISER PERMANENTE.






